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prospective lenders across the globe. He is able to review the business plans and 
check the repayment records of potential recipients and to execute secure online 
loans. After a satisfactory first pass, which consisted of $25 loans to four sepa-
rate borrowers, Nathan is considering a significant increase in his lending 
activities. He is also encouraging many of his friends to get involved.20 By his 
own admission, Nathan was drawn to this activity as an opportunity to broaden 
his experience and to sharpen his professional skills. He had also been affected 
by the extreme poverty he observed during a visit to Mexico and was looking for 
an outlet to address that concern. In his own way, Nathan is stretching the 
boundaries of his citizenship by exploring new ways to express his connection 
to the world. He is not alone. The growing popularity of crowdsourcing or col-
laborative funding via the web through platforms like Kickstarter are a way to 
generate funds for important causes that builds on this interest in personal 
involvement in bringing about change (see Figure 1.2).

As Nathan and others come to grips with the realities of an increasingly inter-
connected world, the idea of global citizenship has gained popularity. What 
does it mean to be a global citizen? Nigel Dower suggests that global citizens 
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Source: From the United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division  (2013) United Nations. International Migration 2013 
Wallchart (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.13.XIII.8), http://esa.un.org/unmigration/documents/Graphs_and_Maps.pdf. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of the United Nations.

crowdsourcing
a way of amassing information 
or funds from contributors 
without compensation for a 
specific project or cause

global citizens
individuals who perceive 
themselves as members of a 
global community. Such people 
are aware of the wider world, 
respect and value diversity, 
and are willing to act to make 
the world a more equitable 
and sustainable place.


